
1 Sunday Lent A     St. John Paul II    2017 
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-10 
 
The other day I was visiting some friends. 
   They had their grandchildren over  
     and we started playing a game of hide and seek. 
It was so much fun because after I covered my eyes and counted to 100 by 2’s,   
   as soon as I opened my eyes they would begin to giggle as I looked for them. 
 
They hid, but their laughter gave them away. 
   And then when I went to hide, they would cover their eyes like this, 
    Making sure they could see between their fingers. 
 
Christian musician David Parks has a song about this.  
   It is called Hide and Seek and one stanza goes like this: 
     “Hide and seek is a child’s game that grown-ups play so well, 
        With disguises and masquerades so no one can tell 
          Where we are…where we are…” 
 
If our first reading from Genesis today had added just a few more verses, 
  We would have encountered the first game of hide and seek ever played.  
Our reading ends with Adam and Eve realizing they are naked  
    and sewing fig leaves together to make a loincloth. 
 
But let’s pick up that story at the very next verse (Genesis 3:10) 
 
When they heard the sound of the LORD God walking about in the garden 
at the breezy time of the day, the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden. The LORD God then called to 
the man and asked him: Where are you? He answered, “I heard you in the 
garden; but I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid.” Then God asked: 
Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
had forbidden you to eat? The man replied, “The woman whom you put 
here with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, so I ate it.” The LORD God 
then asked the woman: What is this you have done? The woman 
answered, “The snake tricked me, so I ate it.” 
 
When we add those verses to the passage we already have,  
   this more complete story tells us several thing about the nature of sin,  
     but also about the nature of God. 



The first thing this story tells us is about the nature of sin 
  And it is that when we sin, we usually know we are doing it. 
The devil asks Eve…Did God really tell you that 
    you can’t eat from any of the trees? 
And she responds right away, of course we can eat from any of the trees 
   except the ones in the middle of the garden. 
Eve knew the line…she knew what she should and shouldn’t do. 
 
And that’s the first lesson…no matter how we justify… 
  no matter how we rationalize…we usually know when we are sinning. 
     Oh, this doesn’t really hurt anyone…I know I shouldn’t say this, but… 
      I deserve this, I work hard….or who’s gonna know… 
Like Eve, we often know what the rules are, where the line is drawn… 
   And we choose sin. 
 
Why do we do it? 
   The very reason Eve did it….Sin looks good… 
The woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasing to the eye 
    and desirable for gaining wisdom. 
 
Sin always looks good: 
  When you were a kid and you came to the test question you didn’t know 
     And the teacher was not looking 
      and you know Susie sitting right next to you knows the answer  
       and an A on the test is a good thing  
        and your parents will be so proud,  
and so we look and we copy the answer. 
 
All those things make cheating look appealing: 
    I won’t get caught, mom and dad will be happy,  
       I’ll get a good grade and get into college, nobody’s gonna know… 
 
And it doesn’t change when we’re adults, our excuses just grow up with us. 
    Everybody fudges a little bit on their taxes and if they don’t their stupid. 
       These hotels budget for people taking their towels. 
          God never designed us to be monogamous.  
             It’s just looking at pictures on a computer, it’s not hurting anyone. 
 
So we know this story tells us about our nature and the nature of sin, 
   But what does it tells us about the nature of God? 



When Adam and Eve sinned, what was the first thing God did… 
  God went looking for them. And calls out to them “where are you…” 
That’s the nature of God…every time we sin God searches for us, 
   Like the father searching for his lost son,  
      or the woman searching for the lost coin,  
         or the shepherd searching for the lost sheep, 
            when we sin, God searches for us. Where are you? 
 
That is the very nature of God… 
   To seek what is lost and to invite us back once again, 
       Over and over again really, back into relationship with God. 
 
My friends, we are standing on the threshold of Lent… 
   We have 40 days to move a little closer to that right relationship with God; 
      to acknowledge that the devil is still pretty tricky today, 
       to recognize the sin in our lives,  
and to right the ship…to turn toward God. 
 
In the bulletin over the last few weeks I’ve mentioned that  
   every Wednesday from 6:30-7:30,  
      there will be a priest available at the St. Paul Chapel 
         for the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation. 
Fr. Bill will be here this week as I’ll be in Houston for a memorial service; 
   After that it will be me each Wednesday. 
 
These additional opportunities for confession, I hope, 
    will be a chance for you to come to the sacrament  
      or if it has been a while to come back to the sacrament  
         and experience God’s mercy. 
 
God’s forgiveness is waiting and just as he called to Adam and Eve 
   So also he calls to you…Where are you? 
 
    


